
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
309 S. Jackson St. 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Dr. King: 

We want you to know that we are much concern about the mistreatment of you 

We are with you 100%. If there anything we can do please let us know. We will 
on Wednesday by race prejudice policeman of Montgomery. 

go the last mile of the way 

Yours truly, 
[signed] John R. Lewis 
Rev. John R. Lewis 
Advisor, Pike County Fellowship of Christian Youth 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 344. 

Statement to Eugene Loe 

5 September 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Following Kings arrest on 3 September, Montgomery RecorderS Court judge Eugene 
Loe found him guilty of loitering and$ned him $IO plus $4 in courtfees.’ In the 
statement below King proclaims that he would rather be jailed than pay a fine for “an 
act that I did not commit and above all for brutal treatment that I did not deserve.” 
while waiting to be transferred to jail, King was released when Police Commissioner 
Clyde Sellers paid the fine. Sellers later explained: “Recognizing Kings tactics as just 
another publicity stunt intended to further his self-assumed role as a martyr, and 
also to boost the sale of his forthcoming book, I have elected to spare the taxpayers of 
Montgomery the expense of feeding and housing King during the next fourteen days. ” 2  

Your Honor, you have no doubt rendered a decision which you believe to be 
just and right. Yet, I must reiterate that I am innocent. I was simply attempting to 
enter the court hearing of a beloved friend, and at no point was I loitering. I have 
been the victim of police brutality for no reason. I was snatched from the steps of 
the courthouse, pushed through the street while my arms were twisted, choked 
and even kicked. In spite of this, 1 hold no animosity or bitterness in my heart to- 
ward the arresting officers. I have compassion for them as brothers, and as fellow 
human beings made in the image of God. They were not totally responsible for 

5 Sept 
‘958 

1 .  David Eugene Loe (1905-1996), a Montgomery native, became municipal courtjudge in the 
late ig5os, a post he held until his retirement in the late 1970s. As attorney for the City of Mont- 
gomery, he prosecuted Rosa Parks in the 1955 case that sparked the Montgomery bus boycott. 

2. “Dr. King Fined $14; Official Pays Bill,” New Ywk Times, 6 September 1957. 487 
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their acts. These men, like all too many of our white brothers, are the victims of 
their environment-an environment blighted with more than 300 years of man’s 
inhumanity to man as expressed in slavery and segregation. 

Your Honor, you have found me guilty. Last night my wife and I talked and 
prayed over the course of action that I should take in the event that this should 
happen. It was our conclusion that I could not in all good conscience pay a fine 
for an act that I did not commit and above all for brutal treatment that I did not 
deserve. With all due respect to you and your court, I am inwardly compelled to 
take this stand.3 

Let me assure you, your Honor, that my position at this point is not some histri- 
onic gesture or publicity stunt, for moral convictions never stem fi-om the selfish 
urge for publicity. Neither am I motivated by a desire to be a martyr, for without 
love even martyrdom becomes spiritual pride. My action is motivated by the im- 
pelling voice of conscience and a desire to follow truth and the will of God wher- 
ever they lead. Although I cannot pay the fine, I will willingly accept the alterna- 
tive which you provide, and that I will do without malice. 

I also make this decision because of my deep concern for the injustices and in- 
dignities that my people continue to experience. Today, in many parts of the 
South, the brutality inflicted upon Negroes has become America’s shame. Last 
month, in Mississippi A sheriff, who was pointed out by four eye witnesses as the 
man who beat a Negro to death with a black jack, was freed in twenty-three min- 
u t e ~ . ~  At this very moment in this state James Wilson sits in the death house con- 
demned to die for stealing less than two dollars5 Can anyone at this court believe 
that a white man could be condemned to death in Alabama for stealing this small 
amount. The Negro can no longer silently endure conditions of police brutality 
and mob violence. We cannot do so because we are commanded to resist evil by 
G o d  that created us all. L e t  m e  hasten to say, your Honor, that I am c o n f i d e n t  that 

Negroes will adhere to the same quality of Christian love and nonviolence to 
overcome these conditions that were used in our long bus protest. I am sure that 
there are thousands of white persons of goodwill throughout the South who in 
their hearts condemn mob violence and inhuman treatment of Negroes. I call 
upon these persons to gird their courage and speak out for law and order. 

3. The MIA newsletter reported that on 4 September King told his associates that “to accept a ver- 

emplify his philosophy of non-Violent resistance, as exemplified by Gandhi.” The following morning 
King and some associates met at Fred Gray’s office. Before leaving for the courtroom King reportedly 
led them in a brief prayer, ”while at that moment there lay behind him a bag of blood stained clothes 
belonging to a Negro man who had been severely beaten by Montgomery police” (MIA, Newsletter, 
27 September 1958). 

4. According to a newspaper account, the all-white jury in the manslaughter trial of Yalobusha 
County sheri€fJ. G. “Buster” Treloar deliberated for twenty-six minutes before finding him not guilty 
of beating black delivery man Woodrow Wilson Daniels on P 1 June. Daniels, who had been jailed on 
charges of reckless driving and possession of whiskey, died from his injuries on 1 July (“Jury Out 26 

Minutes; Acquit Miss. Sheriff,” Tri-StateDejimh, 16 August 1958). 
5. Wilson, a 55-year-old handyman, was sentenced to die for robbing $1.95 from an 82-year-old 

white woman at her home in Marion, Alabama; his sentence was later commuted to life imprisonment 
(“Life Spared In $1.95 Case by Governor Folsom,”Atkznta Daib WwZd, 30 September 1958). 

dict of guilty and pay a fine . . . would be following a course of least resistance” and “would not ex- 
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I also make this decision because of my love for America and the sublime prin- 
ciples of liberty and equality upon which she is founded. I have come to see that 
America is in danger of losing her soul and can so easily drift into tragic Anarchy 
and crippling Fascism. Something must happen to awaken the dozing conscience 
of America before it is too late. The time has come when perhaps only the willing 
and nonviolent acts of suffering by the innocent can arouse this nation to wipe 
out the scourge of brutality and violence inflicted upon Negroes who seek only to 
walk with dignity before God and man. 

TD. MLKP-MBU: BOX 2. 

From Harris Wofford 

5 September 1958 
Alexandria. Va. 

Woffbrd comments on Stride Toward Freedom. On the same day Woffwd wrote to 
Leuison suggesting several people who should receive complimentary copies of the 
book, including each member of the Civil Rights Commission, several southtm elected 
officials, and President Eisenhower, about whom Wofford added: ‘‘Very occasionally 
he reads.” 

Rev. Martin Luther King 
530 South Union 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Martin, 

Yesterday I received your book and finished itjust in time to read the morning 
paper’s account of your arrest. But your book stands a good chance to become a 
best-seller without this cooperation from the Montgomery Police Department. It 
is a fine book, fast-moving, and deeply moeving, cleanly written, and eloquent. It 
will do much good. Not only isthe story well-told, but the case for non-violent ac- 
tion is made in full dimensions and persuasively. The kind reference to me was 
unnecessary but is appreciated.’ 

I am going to try to reach you by telephone tonight, but in case I miss I want to 
make sure you hear the above. Also I want to urge you to let me know when you 
are coming through this way again, even for a stopover at the airport. For I would 
like to talk about several things with you. 

Events are moving rapidly. I trust you received the confidential memorandum 
which I sent about a week ago, concerning &e possible and necessary Execmtive 

1 .  In the preface to Stride, King thanked Wofford for “significant suggestions and real encourage- 
490 ment.” 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




